We consider probe p-branes and Dp-branes dynamics in D-dimensional string theory backgrounds of general type. Unified description for the tensile and tensionless branes is used. We obtain exact solutions of their equations of motion and constraints in static gauge as well as in more general gauges. Their dynamics in the whole space-time is also analyzed and exact solutions are found. PACS number(s):11.25.-w; 11.27.+d; 11.30.-j
reduces to a particle-like one. Then, we investigate the reduced dynamics for three different types of brane embeddings, starting with the usually used static gauge one. In the last part of this section, we find explicit exact solutions of the branes equations of motion. In Section 4, we discuss the obtained results.
Actions
Before considering the problem for obtaining exact brane solutions in general string theory backgrounds, it will be useful first to choose appropriate actions, which will facilitate our task. Generally speaking, there are two types of brane actions -with and without square roots 1 . The former ones are not well suited to our purposes, because the square root introduces additional nonlinearities in the equations of motion. Nevertheless, they have been used when searching for exact brane solutions in fixed backgrounds, because there are no constraints in the Lagrangian description and one has to solve only the equations of motion. The other type of actions contain additional worldvolume fields (Lagrange multipliers). Varying with respect to them, one obtains constraints, which, in general, are not independent. Starting with an action without square root, one escapes the nonlinearities connected with the square root, but has to solve the equations of motion and the (dependent) constraints.
Independently of their type, all actions proportional to the brane tension cannot describe the tensionless branes. The latter appear in many important cases in the string theory, and it is preferable to have a unified description for tensile and tensionless branes.
Our aim in this section is to find brane actions, which do not contain square roots, generate only independent constraints and give a unified description for tensile and tensionless branes.
P -brane actions
The Polyakov type action for the bosonic p-brane in a D-dimensional curved space-time with metric tensor g M N (x), interacting with a background (p+1)-form gauge field b p+1 via WessZumino term, can be written as where γ is the determinant of the auxiliary worldvolume metric γ mn , and γ mn is its inverse. The position of the brane in the background space-time is given by x M = X M (ξ m ), and T p , Q p are the p-brane tension and charge, respectively. If we consider the action (2.1) as a bosonic part of a supersymmetric one, we have to set Q p = ±T p . In what follows, Q p = T p . The requirement that the variation of the action (2.1) with respect to γ mn vanishes, leads to
where G mn = ∂ m X M ∂ n X N g M N (X) is the metric induced on the p-brane worldvolume. Taking the trace of the above equality, one obtains
i.e., γ mn is the inverse of G mn : γ mn = G mn . If one inserts this back into (2.1), the result will be the corresponding Nambu-Goto type action (G ≡ det(G mn )):
This means that the two actions, (2.1) and (2.3), are classically equivalent. As already discussed, the action (2.3) contains a square root, the constraints (2.2), following from (2.1), are not independent and none of these actions is appropriate for description of the tensionless branes. To find an action of the type we are looking for, we first compute the explicit expressions for the generalized momenta, following from (2.3):
It can be checked that P M (ξ) satisfy the constraints
where we have introduced the notation
Let us now find the canonical Hamiltonian for this dynamical system. The result is:
Therefore, according to Dirac [71] , we have to take as a Hamiltonian the linear combination of the first class primary constraints C n : 2
The corresponding Hamiltonian equations of motion for X M are
from where one obtains the explicit expressions for P M
With the help of (2.4), one arrives at the following configuration space action
which does not contain square root, generates the independent (p + 1) constraints, as we will show below, and in which the limit T p → 0 may be taken. For other actions, allowing for unified description of tensile and tensionless p-branes, see [72] - [74] . It can be proven that this action is classically equivalent to the previous two actions. It is enough to show that (2.3) and (2.5) are equivalent, because we already saw that this is true for (2.1) and (2.3).
Varying the action S p with respect to Lagrange multipliers λ m and requiring these variations to vanish, one obtains the constraints
By using them, the Lagrangian density L p from (2.5) can be rewritten in the form
Now, applying the equalities 9) one finds that
Inserting this in (2.8), one obtains the Nambu-Goto type Lagrangian density L N G from (2.3). Thus, the classical equivalence of the actions (2.3) and (2.5) is established. We will work further in the gauge λ m = constants, in which the equations of motion for X M , following from (2.5), are given by
where G is defined in (2.9),
are the components of the symmetric connection compatible with the metric g M N and H b p+2 = db p+1 is the field strength of the (p + 1)-form gauge potential b p+1 .
Dp-brane actions
The Dirac-Born-Infeld type action for the bosonic part of the super-Dp-brane in a D-dimensional space-time with metric tensor g M N (x), interacting with a background (p+1)-form RamondRamond gauge field c p+1 via Wess-Zumino term, can be written as
T p is the D-brane tension, g s = exp Φ is the string coupling expressed by the dilaton vacuum expectation value Φ and 2πα ′ is the inverse string tension.
and Φ(X) are the pullbacks of the background metric, antisymmetric tensor and dilaton to the Dp-brane worldvolume, while F mn (ξ) is the field strength of the worldvolume U (1) gauge field A m (ξ):
The parameter a(p, D) depends on the brane and space-time dimensions p and D, respectively.
A Dp-brane action, which generalizes the Polyakov type p-brane action, has been introduced in [75] . Namely, the action, classically equivalent to (2.11), is given by
where K is the determinant of the matrix K mn , K mn is its inverse, and these matrices have symmetric as well as antisymmetric part
where the symmetric part K (mn) is the analogue of the auxiliary metric γ mn in the p-brane action (2.1). Again, none of these actions satisfy all our requirements. In the same way as in the p-brane case, just considered, one can prove that the action
which possesses the necessary properties, is classically equivalent to the action (2.11). Here additional Lagrange multipliers κ i are introduced, in order to linearize the quadratic term
arising in the action. For other actions of this type, see [76] - [78] .
Varying the action S Dp with respect to Lagrange multipliers λ m , κ i , and requiring these variations to vanish, one obtains the constraints
Instead with the constraint (2.13), we will work with the simpler one 16) which is obtained by inserting (2.15) into (2.13).
We will use the gauge (λ m , κ i ) = constants and for simplicity, we will restrict our considerations to constant dilaton Φ = Φ 0 and constant electro-magnetic field F mn = F o mn on the Dp-brane worldvolume. In this case, the equations of motion for X M , following from (2.12), are
where H c p+2 = dc p+1 and H 3 = db 2 are the corresponding field strengths.
Exact solutions in general backgrounds
The main idea in the mostly used approach for obtaining exact solutions of the probe branes equations of motion in variable external fields is to reduce the problem to a particle-like one, and even more -to solving one dimensional dynamical problem, if possible. To achieve this, one must get rid of the dependence on the spatial worldvolume coordinates ξ i . To this end, since the brane actions contain the first derivatives ∂ i X M , the brane coordinates X M (ξ m ) have to depend on ξ i at most linearly:
Besides, the background fields entering the action depend implicitly on ξ i through their dependence on X M . If we choose Λ M i = 0 in (3.1), the connection with the p-brane setting will be lost. If we suppose that the background fields do not depend on X M , the result will be constant background, which is not interesting in the case under consideration. The compromise is to accept that the external fields depend only on part of the coordinates, say X a , and to set namely for this coordinates Λ a i = 0. In other words, we propose the ansatz (X M = (X µ , X a )):
The resulting reduced Lagrangian density will depend only on ξ 0 = τ if the Lagrange multipliers λ m , κ i do not depend on ξ i . Actually, this property follows from their equations of motion, from where they can be expressed through quantities depending only on the temporal worldvolume parameter τ . Thus, we have obtained the general conditions, under which the probe branes dynamics reduces to the particle-like one. However, we will not start our considerations relaying on the generic ansatz (3.2). Instead, we will begin in the framework of the commonly used in ten spacetime dimensions static gauge: X m (ξ n ) = ξ m . The latter is a particular case of (3.2), obtained under the following restrictions:
Therefore, the static gauge is appropriate for backgrounds which may depend on X 0 = Y 0 (τ ), but must be independent on X i , (i = 1, . . . p). Such properties are not satisfactory in the lower dimensions. For instance, in four dimensional black hole backgrounds, the metric depends on X 1 , X 2 and the static gauge ansatz does not work. That is why, our next step is to consider the probe branes dynamics in the framework of the ansatz
which is obtained from (3.2) under the restriction Y µ (τ ) = Λ µ 0 τ . Here, for the sake of symmetry between the worldvolume coordinates ξ 0 = τ and ξ i , we have included in X µ a term linear in τ . At any time, one can put Λ µ 0 = 0 and the corresponding terms in the formulas will disappear. Further, we will refer to the ansatz (3.5) as linear gauges, as far as X µ are linear combinations of ξ m with arbitrary constant coefficients.
Finally, we will investigate the classical branes dynamics by using the general ansatz (3.2), rewritten in the form
Compared with (3.2), here we have separated the linear part of Y µ as in the previous ansatz (3.5). This will allow us to compare the role of the term Λ µ 0 τ in these two cases.
Static gauge dynamics
Here we begin our analysis of the probe branes dynamics in the framework of the static gauge ansatz. In order not to introduce too many type of indices, we will denote with Y a , Y b , etc., the coordinates, which are not fixed by the gauge. However, one have not to forget that by definition, Y a are the coordinates on which the background fields can depend. In static gauge, according to (3.4), one of this coordinates, the temporal one Y 0 (τ ), is fixed to coincide with τ . Therefore, in this gauge, the remaining coordinates Y a are spatial ones in space-times with signature (−, +, . . . , +).
Probe p-branes
In static gauge, and under the conditions (3.3), the action (2.5) reduces to (the over-dot is used
To have finite action, we require the fraction V p /λ 0 to be finite one. For example, in the string case (p = 1) and in conformal gauge (λ 1 = 0, 2λ 0 T 1 2 = 1), this means that the quantity
The constraints derived from the action (3.7) are:
The Lagrangian L SG p does not depend on τ explicitly, so the energy
With the help of the constraints, we can replace this equality by the following one
To clarify the physical meaning of the equalities (3.9) and (3.10), we compute the momenta (2.4) in static gauge
The comparison of (3.11) with (3.10) and (3.9) shows that P SG 0 = −E p /V p = const and P SG i = const = 0. Inserting these conserved momenta into (3.8), we obtain the effective constraint
where
In the gauge λ m = constants, the equations of motion following from S SG p (or from (2.10) after imposing the static gauge) take the form:
Thus, in general, the time evolution of the reduced dynamical system does not correspond to a geodesic motion. The deviation from the geodesic trajectory is due to the appearance of the effective scalar potential U S and of the field strength
a . In addition, our dynamical system is subject to the effective constraint (3.12).
Probe Dp-branes
In static gauge, and for background fields independent of the coordinates X i (conditions(3.3)), the reduced Lagrangian, obtained from (2.12), is given by
As we already mentioned at the end of Section 2, we restrict our considerations to the case of constant dilaton Φ = Φ 0 and constant electro-magnetic field F o mn on the Dp-brane worldvolume. Now, the constraints (2.16), (2.14) and (2.15) take the form
The reduced Lagrangian L SG Dp does not depend on τ explicitly. As a consequence, the energy E Dp is conserved:
By using the constraints (3.14) and (3.15), the above equality can be replaced by the following one
Now, we compute the momenta, obtained from the initial action (2.12), in static gauge
Comparing (3.17) with (3.16) and (3.15), one finds that
As in the p-brane case, not only the energy, but also the spatial components of the momenta P SG i , along the X i coordinates, are conserved. In the Dp-brane case however, P SG i are not identically zero due the existence of a constant worldvolume magnetic field F o ij . Inserting (3.15) and (3.16) into (3.14), one obtains the effective constraint
In the gauge (λ m , κ i ) = constants, the equations of motion following from L SG Dp (or from (2.17) after using the static gauge ansatz) take the form:
It is obvious that the equations of motion (3.13), (3.19) and the effective constraints (3.12), (3.18) have the same form for p-branes and for Dp-branes. The difference is in the explicit expressions for the effective scalar and 1-form gauge potentials.
Branes dynamics in linear gauges
Now we will repeat our analysis of the probe branes dynamics in the framework of the more general linear gauges, given by the ansatz (3.5). The static gauge is a particular case of the linear gauges, corresponding to the following restrictions:
Probe p-branes
In linear gauges, and under the conditions (3.3), one obtains the following reduced Lagrangian, arising from the action (2.5)
The constraints derived from the Lagrangian (3.20) are:
The Lagrangian L LG p does not depend on τ explicitly, so the energy
With the help of the constraints (3.21) and (3.22) , one can replace this equality by the following one
In linear gauges, the momenta (2.4) take the form
The comparison of (3.24) with (3.23) and (3.22) gives
LG µ = constants = 0.
Therefore, in the linear gauges, the projections of the momenta P LG µ onto Λ µ n are conserved. Moreover, as far as the Lagrangian (3.20) does not depend on the coordinates X µ , the corresponding conjugated momenta P LG µ are also conserved. Inserting (3.23) and (3.22) into (3.21) , we obtain the effective constraint
where the effective scalar potential is given by
In the gauge λ m = constants, the equations of motion following from L LG p take the form:
is the effective 1-form gauge potential, generated by the non-diagonal components g aµ of the background metric and by the components b aµ 1 ...µp of the background (p + 1)-form gauge field.
Probe Dp-branes
In linear gauges, and for background fields independent of the coordinates X µ (conditions(3.3)), the reduced Lagrangian, obtained from (2.12), is given by
where the following shorthand notation has been introduced
. Now, the constraints (2.16), (2.14), and (2.15) take the form
The reduced Lagrangian L LG Dp does not depend on τ explicitly. As a consequence, the energy E Dp is conserved:
By using the constraints (3.25) and (3.26), the above equality can be replaced by the following one
In linear gauges, the momenta obtained from the initial action (2.12), are
Comparing (3.28) with (3.27) and (3.26), one finds that the following equalities hold
They may be viewed as restrictions on the number of the arbitrary parameters, presented in the theory. As in the p-brane case, the momenta P LG µ are conserved quantities, due to the independence of the Lagrangian on the coordinates X µ .
Inserting (3.26) and (3.27) into (3.25), one obtains the effective constraint
In the gauge (λ m , κ i ) = constants, the equations of motion following from L LG Dp take the form:
It is clear that the equations of motion and the effective constraints have the same form for p-branes and for Dp-branes in linear gauges, as well as in static gauge. The only difference is in the explicit expressions for the effective scalar and 1-form gauge potentials.
Branes dynamics in the whole space-time
Working in static gauge X m (ξ n ) = ξ m , we actually imply that the probe branes have no dynamics along the background coordinates x m . The (proper) time evolution is possible only in the transverse directions, described by the coordinates x a .
Using the linear gauges, we have the possibility to place the probe branes in general position with respect to the coordinates x µ , on which the background fields do not depend. However, the real dynamics is again in the transverse directions only.
Actually, in the framework of our approach, the probe branes can have 'full' dynamical freedom only when the ansatz (3.6) is used, because only then all of the brane coordinates X M are allowed to vary nonlinearly with the proper time τ . Therefore, with the help of (3.6), we can probe the whole space-time.
We will use the superscript A to denote that the corresponding quantity is taken on the ansatz (3.6). It is understood that the conditions (3.3) are also fulfilled.
Probe p-branes
Now, the reduced Lagrangian obtained from the action (2.5) is given by
The constraints, derived from the above Lagrangian, are:
The corresponding momenta are (
and part of them, P µ , are conserved
because L A p does not depend on X µ . From (3.30) and (3.31), the compatibility conditions follow
We will regard on (3.32) as a solution of the constraints (3.30), which restricts the number of the arbitrary parameters Λ µ i and P µ . That is why from now on, we will deal only with the constraint (3.29) .
In the gauge λ m = constants, the equations of motion for Y N , following from L A p , have the form 33) where
Let us first consider this part of the equations of motion (3.33), which corresponds to L = λ. It follows from (3.3) that the connection coefficients Γ λ,M N , involved in these equations, are
Inserting these expressions in the part of the differential equations (3.33) corresponding to L = λ and using
These equalities express the fact that the momenta P µ are conserved (compare with (3.31)). Therefore, we have to deal only with the other part of the equations of motion, corresponding to L = a
Our next task is to separate the variablesẎ µ andẎ a in these equations and in the constraint (3.29) . To this end, we will use the conservation laws (3.31) to expressẎ µ throughẎ a . The result isẎ
We will need also the explicit expressions for the connection coefficients Γ a,µb and Γ a,µν , which under the conditions (3.3) reduce to
By using (3.35) and (3.36), after some calculations, one rewrites the equations of motion (3.34) and the constraint (3.29) in the form
where a new, effective metric appeared
Γ h a,bc is the connection compatible with this metric
The new, effective scalar and gauge potentials are given by
We note that Eqs. (3.37), (3.38) , and therefore their solutions, do not depend on the parameters Λ µ 0 and λ i in contrast to the previously considered cases. However, they have the same form as before.
Probe Dp-branes
The reduced Lagrangian, obtained from (2.12), is given by
The constraints (2.16), (2.14), and (2.15) take the form
Because of the independence of L A Dp on X µ , the momenta
From (3.40) and (3.42), one obtains the following compatibility conditions
which we interpret as a solution of the constraints (3.40).
In the gauge (λ m , κ i ) = constants, the equations of motion for Y N , following from L A Dp , take the form
As in the p-brane case, this part of the equations of motion (3.43), which corresponds to L = λ, expresses the conservation of the momenta P D µ , in accordance with (3.42) . The remaining equations of motion, which we have to deal with, are
To exclude the dependence onẎ µ in the Eqs. (3.44) and in the constraints (3.39), (3.41), we use the conservation laws (3.42) to expressẎ µ throughẎ a :
By using (3.45) and (3.36), one can rewrite the equations of motion (3.44) and the constraint (3.39) as
Now, the effective scalar and 1-form gauge potentials are given by
Eqs. (3.46), (3.47) , have the same form as in static and linear gauges, but now they do not depend on the parameters Λ µ 0 and λ i . Another difference is the appearance of a new, effective background metric h ab and the corresponding connection Γ h a,bc . In the D-brane case, we have another set of constraints (3.41), generated by the Lagrange multipliers κ i . With the help of (3.45), they acquire the form
Explicit solutions of the equations of motion
All cases considered so far, have one common feature. The dynamics of the corresponding reduced particle-like system is described by effective equations of motion and one effective constraint, which have the same form, independently of the ansatz used to reduce the p-branes or Dp-branes dynamics. Our aim here is to find explicit exact solutions to them. 3 To be able to describe all cases simultaneously, let us first introduce some general notations.
We will search for solutions of the following system of nonlinear differential equations 49) where G ab , Γ G a,bc , U, and A a can be as follows
depending on the ansatz and on the type of the brane (p-brane or Dp-brane). Let us start with the simplest case, when the background fields depend on only one coordinate X a = Y a (τ ). 4 In this case the Eqs. (3.48), (3.49) 
where we have used that
After multiplying with 2G aaẎ a and after using the constraint (3.51), the Eq. (3.50) reduces to
The solution of (3.52), compatible with (3.51), is just the constraint (3.51). In other words, (3.51) is first integral of the equation of motion for the coordinate Y a . By integrating (3.51), one obtains the following exact probe branes solution
where τ 0 and X a 0 are arbitrary constants. When one works in the framework of the general ansatz (3.6), one has to also write down the solution for the remaining coordinates X µ . It can be obtained as follows. One representṡ
and use this and (3.51) in (3.35) for the p-brane, and in (3.45) for the Dp-brane. The result is a system of ordinary differential equations of first order with separated variables, which integration is straightforward. Replacing the obtained solution for Y µ (X a ) in the ansatz (3.6), one finally arrives at
for the p-brane case, and at
for the Dp-brane case correspondingly. In the above two exact branes solutions, X µ 0 are arbitrary constants, and τ (X a ) is given in (3.53) . We note that the comparison of the solutions X µ (X a , ξ i ) with the initial ansatz (3.6) for X µ shows, that the dependence on Λ µ 0 has disappeared. We will comment on this later on.
Let us turn to the more complicated case, when the background fields depend on more than one coordinate X a = Y a (τ ). We would like to apply the same procedure for solving the system of differential equations (3.48), (3.49) , as in the simplest case just considered. To be able to do this, we need to suppose that the metric G ab is a diagonal one. Then one can rewrite the effective equations of motion (3.48) and the effective constraint (3.49) in the form
To find solutions of the above equations without choosing particular background, we fix all coordinates X a except one. Then the exact probe brane solution of the equations of motion is given again by the same expression (3.53) for τ (X a ). In the case when one is using the general ansatz (3.6), the solutions (3.54) and (3.55) still also hold.
To find solutions depending on more than one coordinate, we have to impose further conditions on the background fields. Let us show, how a number of sufficient conditions, which allow us to reduce the order of the equations of motion by one, can be obtained.
First of all, we split the index a in such a way that Y r is one of the coordinates Y a , and Y α are the others. Then we assume that the effective 1-form gauge field A a can be represented in the form
i.e., it is oriented along the coordinate Y r , and the remaining components A α are pure gauges. Now, the Eq.(3.56) read
Summary and discussion
In this paper we addressed the problem of obtaining explicit exact solutions for probe branes moving in general string theory backgrounds. We concentrated our attention to the common properties of the p-branes and Dp-branes dynamics and tried to formulate an approach, which is effective for different embeddings, for arbitrary worldvolume and space-time dimensions, for different variable background fields, for tensile and tensionless branes. To achieve this, we first performed an analysis in Section 2, with the aim to choose brane actions, which are most appropriate for our purposes. In Section 3, we formulated the frameworks in which to search for exact probe branes solutions. The guiding idea is the reduction of the brane dynamics to a particle-like one. In view of the existing practice, we first consider the case of static gauge embedding, which is the mostly used one in higher dimensions. Then we turn to the more general case of linear embeddings, which are appropriate for lower dimensions too. After that, we consider the branes dynamics by using the most general ansatz, allowing for its reduction to particle-like one. The obtained results reveal one common property in all the cases considered. The effective equations of motion and one of the constraints, the effective constraint, have the same form independently of the ansatz used to reduce the p-branes or Dp-branes dynamics. In general, the effective equations of motion do not coincide with the geodesic ones. The deviation from the geodesic motion is due to the appearance of effective scalar and 1-form gauge potentials. The same scalar potential arises in the effective constraint.
In the last part of Section 3, we considered the problem of obtaining explicit exact solutions of the effective equations of motion and the effective constraint, without using the explicit structure of the effective potentials.
In the case when the background fields depend on only one coordinate x a = X a (τ ), we show that these equations can always be integrated and give the probe brane solution in the form τ = τ (X a ), where τ is the worldvolume temporal parameter. We also give the explicit solutions for the brane coordinates X µ in the form X µ = X µ (X a , ξ i ). They are nontrivial when one uses the most general ansatz (3.6). 7 In the case when the background fields depend on more than one coordinate, and we fix all brane coordinates X a except one, the exact solutions are given by the same expressions as in the case just considered, if the metric G ab is a diagonal one. In this way, we have realized the possibility to obtain probe brane solutions as functions of every single one coordinate, on which the background depends. In the case when none of the brane coordinates is kept fixed, we were able to find sufficient conditions, which ensure the separation of the variablesẊ a =Ẏ a (τ ). As a result, we have found the manifest expressions for n a first integrals of the equations of motion, where n a is the number of the brane coordinates Y a .
In obtaining the solutions described above, it was not taken into account that some restrictions on them can arise, depending on the ansatz used and on the type of the branes considered. As far as we are interested here in the common properties of the probe branes dynamics, we will not make an exhaustive investigation of all possible peculiarities, which can arise in different particular cases. Nevertheless, we will consider some specific properties, characterizing the dynamics of the different type of branes for different embeddings.
We note that in static gauge, the brane coordinates X a figuring in our solutions, are spatial ones. This is so, because in this gauge the background temporal coordinate, on which the background fields can depend, is identified with the worldvolume time τ .
The solutions X µ (X a , ξ i ), given by (3.54) for the p-brane and by (3.55) for the Dp-brane, depend on the worldvolume parameters (τ, ξ i ) through the specific combination Λ µ i λ i τ + ξ i . It is interesting to understand if its origin has some physical meaning. To this end, let us consider the p-branes equations of motion (2.10) and constraints (2.6), (2.7) in the tensionless limit T p → 0, when they take the form
It is easy to check that in D-dimensional space-time, any D arbitrary functions of the type F M = F M λ i τ + ξ i solve this system of partial differential equations. Hence, the linear part of the tensile p-brane and Dp-brane solutions (3.54) and (3.55) , is a background independent solution of the tensionless p-brane equations of motion and constraints. Let us point out here that by construction, the actions used in our considerations allow for taking the tensionless limit T p → 0 (T Dp → 0). Moreover, from the explicit form of the obtained exact probe branes solutions it is clear that the opposite limit T p → ∞ (T Dp → ∞) can be also taken.
We have obtained solutions of the probe branes equations of motion and one of the constrains, which have the same form for all of the considered cases. Now, let us see how we can satisfy the other constraints present in the theory. These are p constraints, obtained by varying the corresponding actions with respect to the Lagrange multipliers λ i . For the Dp-brane, we have p additional constraints, obtained by varying the action with respect to the Lagrange multipliers κ i . Actually, the constraints generated by the λ i -multipliers are satisfied. Due to the conservation of the corresponding momenta, they just restrict the number of the independent parameters present in the solutions. The only exception is the p-brane in static gauge case, where the momenta P SG i must be zero. Let us give an example how the problem can be resolved in a particular situation, which is nevertheless general enough. Let the background metric along the probe p-brane be a diagonal one. Then from (3.9) and (3.11) it follows that the momenta P SG i will be identically zero, if we work in the gauge λ i = 0. In the general case, and this is also valid for the κ i -generated constraints, we have to insert the obtained solution of the equations of motion into the unresolved constraints. The result will be a number of algebraic relations between the background fields. If they are not satisfied (on the solution) at least for some particular values of the free parameters in the solution, it would be fair to say that our approach does not work properly in this case, and some modification is needed.
Finally, let us say a few words about some possible generalizations of the obtained results. As is known, the branes charges are restricted up to a sign to be equal to the branes tensions from the condition for space-time supersymmetry of the corresponding actions. In our computations, however, the coefficients in front of the background antisymmetric fields do not play any special role. That is why, to account for nonsupersymmetric probe branes, it is enough to make the replacements T p b p+1 → Q p b p+1 , T Dp c p+1 → Q Dp c p+1 .
In our Dp-brane action (2.12), we have included only the leading Wess-Zumino term of the possible Dp-brane couplings. It is easy to see that our results can be generalized to include other interaction terms just by the replacement c p+1 → c p+1 + c p−1 ∧ b 2 + . . . . This is a consequence of the fact that we do not used the explicit form of the background field c M 0 ...Mp . We have used only its antisymmetry and its independence on part of the background coordinates.
